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Important Legal Terms
Å Due Process

ï Procedural

ï Guarantees protection through an 
administrative process that must 
occur as a result of disputes and 
determine further action .

ï Substantive

ï Individual rights cannot be taken 
away without a process and are 
protected 

Å Equal Protection

ï No government action can violate 
rights protected by the Constitution 
(14th amendment).  All individuals and 
their rights must be equally protected 
under the law; each person must be 
treated the same as another person 
similarly situated

ï Translates to òequal educational 
opportunity rights for students with 
disabilitiesó

Å Legal Precedent

ï Created when a court interprets a law 
or regulation; lower courts or bodies 
must follow the determination of a 
court of higher authority

Osborne & Russo, 2006; Turnbull, Stowe, & Huerta, 2007
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